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Jow, alwo armped  Laura gripped Lo
sota's arm In excitement
| “They've pgot him sow'™ sho ex-
Salmed. “Gol Mm, sare!’

On the fourth or Afth stalr OCmaig
healtated He peddenly saw the pros
fessor standing below, Fe gripped
the banisivrs with obe hand, The
othor he Bung out n & threatening
gestpre

“FTeou've piven me away o these
blood o st he ecrief—"you, for
whom 1 Asve tolled and slaved, whom

1 hawe followed s)l over the worid,
whitm 1 have served Mithfallr with
the nzt breath of my dodly and the
last drep of Blood In my velns! You
Rave brought them Rhere—iracked me
down' Yo'

The profvssor shook his bhea] o
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er wp Bacpimg from the hanisters
Thee & wild shout of sarprise broke
from the lips of all of the fod bow ol
by & moment of stupefied Wooder
The whole ataircase suddenly began
te revaolre Crale, clinging to the
bantsters. dlpn yred In & moment
of two there waa a fresh ellck Am-
ther et pialrs ldentical to the
firel. Bad taken their place

The csilar'™ Quedt shouted as he
mished down the stalrs Quick!”
They wrenched opets the wooden
feir and hurried down the datk steps
fato the sglocomy, ¥ t cellar. The
place was crowded with packing cases
and two large wine barrels stood in
the corner. Al the farther ¢end was
a door. Quest rushed for (t and stood
guard. A moment lster. however, he
calisd !o laura and pressed his re-
rolrer into bher hand
Stand there ™ ke lered “Shoot
Alm iU Be tries 10 v "3 search
mcking cases. He might be
14
1 profesasor. out of bBreath, was
leaning against on of the pillars
Ris arm passad arcaund it for support
Lenora., with Quest sand French
searehed hastily amongst the packing
cares Suddenly there was a3 losd
crack, the somnd of Malling masonry,.
followed by = scream from Laura.
French with a roar of anger, rushed
toward her. She was lying her
elde, alvready half covered by fnlling

bricks snd masonry. He dragged her

RwRY, fost in time

“My God, shes fainted!™ he ex-
clalmed

T haven't” Laura faltered trying
to openy her eyes. "and I'm notl going
to, but 1 think my arm's broken. and
my side hurts ™

“The feilo="s not down here, any-
war.” Quest declared. “Lat's halp her
upstairs and get her ont of this
deril’s house ™
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inspector swung open the tele
ne cupboard and called for an am-
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CHAPTER XVII,

Then B withidrow a4 few fest .
» S bl The professor roused himself from
‘,n g out kis r«u.ur detib | what Bad apparently beets & very
erstely fired o0 the our, & fow i Fever!
s [} i @ - " Ay -., ™
faches loaide There vt b 2u | TCAL e arscunced, <1 mast po
=== . £ r - e - home. I has been very knd of you,

swung open and x ms> rushead out
Quet’s revolver covered bim, baut |
thers was no necessity for its use
Cralg, smothered with dust, bis face
while as & plece of marbie, aves h's
jaw shaking with fezr, was wholly
unarmed iie seemed. In fact, Incwl-
‘able of any form of resistance.

“Walk out of the room.” Quest or-
‘GGM “ia front of me—w! Now
Itm to the right asd go down the
stalre.”

They all gave a lttle cry a8 they
saw him appear. & trembling, pitital

| Mr
{ boag.*

Guest glanced st the clock

"“Dont hurry, Mr. Ashleigh™ ke
said. “We may get some news at any
moment. Freschi has a doren men
| vut on the search and he has proan~
| ised to ring me up lmmedistely be
| bears anything ™
| The professor sizhed,

“A man”™ be declared, “who for
twenly yeurs can decelve his master
as uiterly and completely us Craig
bas done me, who Is cupable of such
diabolical omtrages, and who, when
cEpture stares him fu the face, is
capable of an escape such as be made
today, (s outside e lsws of prob
ability. Persovally. 1 do got believe

Quest, to keap me here for s




